How to Lose Your Home
in Under a Month

The Eviction Process in Washington State
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1 Rent is Due
71% of extremely
low-income
renters in WA
spend more than
half their income
on rent.
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If tenant is
even one day
late on rent,
landlord can issue
3-day “pay or
vacate” notice.
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5 Landlord issues

Summons &
Complaint. Tenant
must respond
within 7 days in
writing or they
lose by default.
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In 47.8% of cases, the tenant
loses by default.*

Due date
for tenant
written response.
If tenant responds,
court schedules a
hearing.

18 Court hearing.
Tenant must
argue their case.
Commissioner
will then make a
ruling.

24 The tenant is

Eviction

evicted.
They must
immediately find
another place
to live.

Tenant wins

writ of
restitution,
leaving tenant
with 72 hours to
leave their home.

Tenant loses

The sheriff

22 serves the

Consequences
When the judge issues a “writ of
restitution” they also determine how
much money the tenant owes, including
back rent, attorney fees, late fees, and
court fees. This can be in the thousands
of dollars, even if the original arrears
were just a fraction of it.
Immediate Impact on Tenant: 3 D’s
Displacement, Debt, Denial of Housing

Tenant wins and is
allowed to stay in
their home.
Even if tenant is not
evicted, the eviction
record can show up
on future tenant
screenings unless
the tenant gets an
order of limited
dissemination.

- In today’s rental markets,
evicted tenants are pushed
into homelessness. In seven
WA counties with highest
counts of homelessness,
eviction was reported as a
top cause.
- People of color are
disproportionately affected.
In Seattle, black tenants are
4.5 times more likely to be
evicted than white tenants.

The Current Eviction Process Unfairly Favors Landlords
Prepared for WLIHA using information they provided, by Seattle University's Project on Family Homelessness.
*This data is currently only available for Seattle. Efforts are underway to analyze evictions data in jurisdictions across the state.

